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North Bay Business Directory.

ACCOUNTANT, ASSIGNEE, ETC.
Franneny, M, W,
Laxopriav, A. Evc.
BARKERS AND CONFECTIONERS.
McCreranT, Mrs. Jas.
SYER, A. C.
BANKS.
TRRPERS, L. P, Bxvnen, Mgr.
BARBERS.
Heywourn, A, F.
LEmanNN, J.
St. Pieree, D.
BLACKSMITHS.
CoxnNoLLY, JXNO.
FLercuer, ROBERT.
LapRrECHE, FELIX.
BOOKS AND STATIONERY.
Twxoyas AND BooTH.
BOOTS AND SHOES,
Dzeecan, J. W.
. HarpeErxy & Co.
BRICKMAKERS.
CasHMORE Bros.
BUTCHERS.
McIntose & HiLL.
OveEREND & CAMERON,
TurNeEr & Co.
CONTRACTORS.
DepENCIER, J. A.
MarsgaLy, J. H.
MarTYN, W, A,

REeap,. W. H.
TrererT, HENRY.
COURTS.

Division Courr.
M. W. FraNNERY, Clerk.
L. W. BrExNAN, Bailiff.
Disteict Courr.
J. A, Varrws, Judge.
H. C. Varin, Sheriff.

A. G. BrowxiNg, Crown Attorney.
8. A. Hunringron, Court Crier. -

SurrocaTE CoUrT.
THos. J. BoURKE, Registrar.

DRUGS.
Conmack, J. G.

Rorankck, A, C.
DRY GOODS.
Brexyan, M.
Bunvan, R & Co.
Drrior, J. C. & Co.
Bastwoon Jxo. & Sox, Departmental.
Morray, T. & W.
Paunisc, W. D.
PARsoxs, W. J.
Torrance, A, & Co.
ELECTRIC LIGHT WORKS.
Joun BoURkE, Proprietor.
EXPRESS COMPANIES.
CANADIAN. F.VC. GARDINER, Agent.
Dominion. D. J. McKrown, Agent.
FLOUR AND, FEED.
Parks, W. & Co.
Rarxin, R,
FURNITURE.
McKenzig, W,
GROCEBRIES.
BLANCHET, JOHN.
HENDERSON, A.
Pay, Geo. E. & Co.
HARDWARE.
McDonwaLp, J. W.

Purvis Bros.

HARNESS.

Erris, RoBERT.

HOTZELS.
Graxp UxtoN. Mgs. Coxway, Prop.
Mackay House, Fee & Mackay, Prop.

Norta Bav. W.J. HexpEersox, I'rop.
Pacirrc. W, L. Perxans, Prop.

Parx House. Wu, Pargs, Prop.
Queex’s. E. H. SmerEERD, Prop.
WinsirEe. A. F. DovLg, Prop.



North Bay Business Directory.

INSURANCE.
Laxpriav, A, Eve.
McKrnziz, W.
Marrv, W, Jr.
MarTiN, W, Sk,
RozerTsoN, JOHN.

LAUNDRY (STHAM).
Sayry, J. B

LEGAL.
Bowrg, G. S.
BrownNiNe & LEask, Barristers, Solici-
tors, ete. -
MoNamars, J. M., Barrister, Solicitor,
ete.
LIQUORS.
MuiLricaw, B. M., Wholesale.
MILLINERY.

Miss BANKs.
Miss Evaxs.
Miss A. L. KgEna.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, Ete.
LoveLy, J. T.
MERCER, L. G.

NORTH BAY BOARD OF TRADE.
D. Purvis, President.
D. J. McKzrowN, Secretary.

NORTH BAY FREE PUBLIC LI-

BRARY.
Jupee VawuN, Chairman.
L. P. SNYDER, Secretary-Treasurer.
PAINTERS,
BarTon, A.
Acreson, H,
PomEevIN Bros.
PHOTOGRAPHERS.
Brooxks, R. J.
PHYSICIANS.
CArrurHERS, J. B.
McMurcny, A.
: PLANING MILL.
' SeweLn & BurTcH.
PRINTING OFFICES.
" Dickmsox & Co., ‘‘North BayDespatch.”
Prevrs, N., “North Bay Times.”
PULP WOOD.
J. . Wiisow, Agent, Merriton Wood
and Pulp Company.

RAILWAYS.
CANADIAN PaciFic RarnLway,
G. J. Bury, Superintendent.
D. J. McKeown, Agent,
. GrAND TrUNK KAILWAY.
D. J. McKeowr, Agent,

R STAURANTS.
Irwix & Co. .
McCrerGET, Mrs. JAMES.
MclInTyre, Mzs. L,

‘SAW MILLS.

CraDBOURN, D. & Son.

(Four-Mile Lake, Widdifield Tp.)
Hoce, Wi
Lounspury, E. T., (Trout Lake.)
Mugrray, T. & W.
‘WooprN, WELLINGTON,

(Township of Widdifield,)

TAILORS.

Barr, D. H.
GiLyovur, J. B
Morzris & Co.

TELEGRAPH OFFICES.
C.P.R. Rurm A. CLARKE, Agent. .
G. N. W. 'W. McDonaLp, Agent.
TINSMITHS AND PLUMBERS.
Lz & Locreap.
RiceARDSON & Co.
UNDERTAKERS,
McKenzie, W.

TU. S. CONSUL.
McKEeown, D. J.

WATCHES AND JEWELLERS.
Boorr & Tromas.
Ross, E. W,
‘TIPI’ETT, B. V.

MUNICIPAL BCARD.

T. N. Corean, M.yor.

R. RaNkIN, Reeve.

M. W. Fraxxyery, Clerk.

W. MarTIN, Treasurer.

J. ROBERTSON, Assessor

W. MarTiN, JR., Tax Collector.
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PROViCZ O ONTARIO, CANADA.

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO TIIE TOWNSsIHPS OF

WIDDIFIELD, FERRIS, BONFIELD, CHISIOLM, PHELPS, MULOCK
MERRICK AND BLYTIL

A description of their Soil, Climate, Products, Area, Agricultural
Capabxlmes, Timber Resources, and general information
respecting the settlement of public lands for sale,
and the lands open for settlement under
the “ Free Grants Act.”

-Also a description of their Market Town and County Seat the town of

NORTH BAY,

The legal, judicial, commercial and educational centre of the
Nipissing District.

AUTHORIZED BY THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS FOR UNTARIO.

Issued by the Board of Trude, North Bay. Ontario.
1897.



Nore:—A large part of the subject matter contained in the
following pages is taken from the third edition of the pamphlet,
“ NORTHERN DISTRICTS OF ONTARIO,” published by the Ontario
Government in the year 1895, and which is looked upon as- the best

of authority on the matters therein referred to.

The remainder of the information following has been carefully
gleaned from reliable sources, and great care has been taken to give a

faithful account of the section of country hereinafter mentioned.

NORTH BAY BOARD OF TRADE.

WARWICK BROS & RUTTER, PRINTREN,
88 AND 70 FROXT STREET WEST, TORONTO



PP =aX . 4
- Py . B - . F
|
Jalelols
i LU P,
SPANIEIN

2 ile 10

“ e
R

; oy
1e]o¥lelondurlafde m......w.u".?s
5 4 %

Tl
f
R
CY
ST
/I *

o
-]

(3]



CONTENTS.

Tutroduction - - - - - - - - - - - - - . 7
Agricultnl eapabilities - - - . - - - . . . - - 10
The only Dwbaek - - - - - - - - - . - - - 11
Home Mavkets for timber - - - - - - - - - - - - 12
Extent and charactistics of the Country - - - - - - - - - 1
General aspeet of the District - - - - - -, - . - - - 15
Warer everywhere - - . - - . - - - - - . . 15
Clienp Fuel and Building Matoerial - e - - - e - . - - 14
As a Dairy Country. - - - - - - - . - - - - - i
As a Stock Country - . - - - - - - - - - - . it
Cattle - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 17
Sheep - - - - - - - < - L 17
Hogs - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 18
Cereals, Grasses and Vegetubles - - - - - - - - - - 18
Wild Fruits - : - - - - - - 2 - - - - - 18
Countrics betweon 40 and 55 degrees North Latitude - - - - - - - 20
Forest Productions - - - - - - . - .- - - - 21
Pine and othor Tiwber on Free Grants . - - . - - - - - - 21
Pine and other Tiwber on Lands sold - - . - - - - - - - - 21
Now Forest Industries - = = - - = = = = = = - 21
Forest Trees - - - - - - - - - - - - - 22
Preservation of Forests from Fire e R R 23
Lakes and Rivers - - - - - - - - - - - - - 25
The People, Churches and Schools - - - - - - - - - - 25
Partially cleared -Farms for sale - - - - - - - - - - 26
How to reach North Bay - - - - - - - - - - L - 26
Freight Rates - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 26
 Wbhen to come - - - - = . e e e e e .. 26
Nipissing and James’ Bay Railway - - - - -~ - - - - - o7
Fish, Game and Wild Animals - - - - - - - - -t - 27
‘Game and Fishery Lawe - - - - - - - - - - - - o7
Avorago yield of the principal crops - - - - - - - - - - 28
Apples and Grapes, Domestie Fruits - - - - - - - - - - 28
Land Titlos Act;—Torrens Systein - - - - - - - - - - 29
Free Grauts and Homesteads - - - - - - - - - . - 29
. Townships open as Free Grants - - oL L - e e e e 31
“Townships open for Sale - - - - - - - - - - - R 82
Township of Widdifield - - - - - - - - - . - - 32
“ Fervis - - - - - - - e = - - - - 32
¢ Bonfield - - - - - - - e e e e e . 33
s Chisholm - * - - - - - - - - - - - 33
i Phelps, Mulock, Merrick and Blyth - - - - - - - 33
The Indian Reserve - - - - - - - - - - - - - 34
What the settlers say of the country - - - - - - - - - - 34
The Town of North Bay - - - - - - - - - =« = = 35
Annual consumption of Farm Products in North Bay - -, - - - - 89

(5]



THE NIPISSING DISTXRICT

hie

Many causes combine to diveet attention to the forese iands of northerr
Ontavio as a ficld for settlement. Chief aiong those are the following :

The merits of the lands themselves as proved by the experience of those who
have scttled upon them. _

The almost complete absorption of the homestead lands of the United States.

There is no agricultural Jand to be had in the United States, except on payment.
of all it is worth or more.

There are now no large tracts of fertile land anywhere in that country
which have not fallen into the possession of railroads, alien land owners, land
companics and syndicates or other corporations who hold it for speculative purposes..

The dealings of purchasers with these companies and corporations have been
extremely unsatisfactory to the purchasers.

Many thousands of their purchasers have failed to pay off mortgages given as.
part payment for their farms and have lost all their substance as well as the
most valuable part of their lives, :

Experience has shown there is a limit to the distance from the seaboard at.
which exportable crops, or crops whose price is settled in competition with
foreign products, can be profitably raised—and this limit has been passed.

A very large proportion of the western plains of the United States, which
heretofore have been supposed to possess inexhaustible fertility, are found by
experience to be so cursed with .drouth as to render agriculture a precarious.
and unattractive calling. :

Contemporaneously, with the discovery of these facts, there has occurred,
from some cause or causes which are as yet somewhat obscure, a world wide fall
in the prices of agricultural produce, of itself, sufficient sericusly to embarass.
all producers whose farms lie beyond the limit from which thcir crops can be
cheaply transported to the places of consumption.

And most important of all, it is clear that there has set in a reaction
from that rush to the cities which has characterized the Jass tifteen years. It.
now looks probable that many of the citics on the contineav will have difficulty
in maintaining their own populations, and will not for some time to come be able
to absorb the surplus population produced by the country districts, to say nothing
of foreign immigration.

From the above, among many other causes, it has come to pass that.
thousands of industrious, persevering and intelligent men have had it borne
in upon them that there is no longer any hope in their present situation.
Many have arrived at the conclusion that to go upon the land is the only resource
that promises them at once safe present employment for their listle savings and
the prospect of an independent subsistence for the future. The land Leing the
only visible resource of many thousands of unemployed artisins, siruggling
traders and starving laborers, and also for thc immense output of thrifty farm
hands and farmers’ sons wiio cannot possibly find employment in tke older settled
districts, the question arises: Wiiere is the land to be found ? It must be cheap
land, for such persons as have been mentioned possess little or no capital. It
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st be near ab hand, casily and cheaply accessilile, healthy and temperate. 2
must be o disiriet in which work is b, be had and cash earned in order that the
soitlor mnd his family may be tainbidned in comfort during the tivst few difficult
wenthiecowhile the land is being elewred wid brought into bearing,  In short, wha
i wanited i land that ean be had for die performance of settloment duties or for
litdde more than that s Tand on which 2 man possessing good health, strong wrme
and a resolute heart can go with only w rudimeniiey knowledge of agriculture
and frawm which, as ean be seen from exaples aeound him, not only o mei
living bub o competenee ean be wrested @ Luad which s nob so distant froenee
ket thal the erops grown upon it are viduedess o the grower s and inace o
possessing all the necessaries and comtorts of civilization.

All these requirements are wet fully in the Nipissing District, the capaniizic
of which, and more especially of those townships lying contiguous to the towr. .
North Bay, it is the object of this pamphlet to make better known. From tl
testimony adduced and the arguments legitimatly based thereon, the reader e
searcely avoid arriving at the following conelusions: .

1. That Nipissing District is the best tield now open for scltlement by
persons of small capital, willing and able to work for themselves.

2. That the abundance of well-paid employment outside of agricultur
renders it easy for a scttler to establish himself by his own labor on hi:
own land. Not only are there ‘good wages to be earned in the winter ir
the lumber eanps and elsewhere, but the settler has abundant opportunity tc
realize ready money all the year round by working on his own account at sucl
industries as cutting and hauvling pulp-wood and cordwood, railway ties, post:
and telegraph poles, tanbark, getting out pine logs under contract for lumbermu.
work on govermment roads, bridges, cte.

3. That independence can be achicved there by a poor man sooner .
the same position can be obtained clsewhere.

4. That whether for dairying, stock raising or general agriculture, the co.... vy
presents a combination of advantaiges that are presented in few localities.

5. That thereis as great a range and variety of products there as anywhere

6. That in yield per acre of the principal crops, the northern Outario lands
actually excel the most fertile states of the Américan Union. ‘

7. That the advantages of having cheap fucl and building material, more
than counterbalance the disadvantage of having to clear the land.

8. That the country is near to the great markets of the world and has railway
advantagos such as no othex country ever possessed in its early days.

9. That the climate is temperate when compared with that of wany thickly
inhabited and prosperous parts of the old and new world. :

10. That there is an entire absence of fever and ague ; there is no malarial
discases whatever, and in fact there is no healthier country under the sun.

11. That the Nipissing District is capable of maintaining hundreds and
thousands of people in agriculture, manufacturing and general industries.

12. That alveady a surprising deveiopnent has taken place.

13. That the district. possesses a. “he aivantages and qualities necessary
to render it attraetive to, and sultavi: .oo She houie of the most Il)rogressive
races, namely :. Cheapness oi land, Jowsilty of soil, first-class live stock
and dairy advantages, ability o produce all the crops of the femperate
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zone, incalculable forest wealth, variety of industries, winter employment, good
wages for labor, cheap building material, fuel for the cutting, fruit for the pick-
ing, fine fisheries, game plentiful, great range of products, good railway accoin-
modation, water communication, religious and educational advantages, a healthy
country, pure and plentiful water, regular rainfall, temperateness of climate, loesl
market, nearness to foreign markets. ' ,

AGRICULTURAL CAPABILITIES.

In the District of .Nipissing is a vast track of land which possesses all the
qualities and advantages just described Millions of acresin extent, easy of
access, cheap, and a very large proportion of them are of remarkable fertility.
As will be shown hereafter and proved by the official records of actual achieve-
ments, the lands in this district will yield in abundance almost every article of
agricultural produce proper to the temperate zone. The crops of cereals and
grasses actuajly excel the yields of the most favored sections of the United
States; and even the average of the older settled portions of the fertile Province
of Ontarip. The capabilities of the district for live stock and dairy produce will
be shown to be very great. :

As to the length and severity of the winters, the Nipissing District has
nothing to be afraid of in comparison with other sections supposed to
be more favored by nature. The winters are infinitely more pleasant and
less trying than the winters in the Western States, even so far south as the
states of Illinois, Missouri and Kansas; and paradise itself compared with the
Dakotas and Minnesota. The part of Nipissing of which this is written is in fact
further south than a large part of the states last named. In the excitement that
has attended the absorption of the good land in the Western States the railroad
building and the rush to the cities, this northern country has been somewhat
overlooked, but by no means entirely so, for many industrious settlers have come
in since the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, nothwithstanding the
apparently greater attractions elsewhere. Emigration from Eastern Canada and
Europe was directed to Manitoba and the North-West Territories, the intermediate
country being regarded as but the direct avenue. . Villages grew along the line of
railway as necessary adjuncts to transportation, but some years elapsed before
the government or the inhabitants of the earlier settled portions of the Dominion
realized that the territory north of the great lake systcm possessed the necessary
attributes to recommend it for settlement. Since 1894, the publication of “ Our
Northern Districts,” a pamphlet on the Temiscamingue country, and the agitation
for a railway northward from North Bay to James’ Bay, called the attention of
the public generally, more especially to the Nipissing District. The settlement
at Verner, some thirty-five miles west of North Bay, of a colony of repatristed
French Canadians from the State of Michigan, and the evidence of a number of
the farmers who located in the township of Widdifield, (to be found elsewhere in
this pamphlet,) substantiate in all respects the claims set forth by the advocates
of this country’s value as a field for settlement.

It is now seen and realized that for solid sterling merit, the bush-lends
of Northern Ontario offer inducements which if not as great as these
offered by the far-famed western peninsula of Southern Ontario, are actuslf
greater than those offered by any other now unoccupied body of land,
when all things are taken into account. It is the object of this pamphlet
to show that not only has Nipissing all the incidental advantages necessary
for the satisfaction of every reasonable want of the settler, but that they



furnish actually the best ficld now open on which an industrious man
can start with practically nothing, and, securing a cornfortable living from the
first, can achieve in o fow years a position beyond comparison more stable and
acrccable than anything which lies in front of the average wage worker.

o

It isnot claimed this desirable positionof independcence can be attained without
hard work, privation and self denial. New scttlers everywhere have to suffer hard-
ships and to perform labors which weaklings should not attempt. The settled -
portion of Ontario has only been wrested from the forest at the cost of hardship
almost inconceivable to us wha henefit by the labors of the early pioncers. In
these days the chopping out & bush farm, though severe, is child's play compuared
with that which the former generation had to undergo. In the old times, it was
not uncommon for settlers to have to carry in on their backs for several days’
journey their furniture, flour and general supplies. In the portion of the Nipis-
sing District of which these pages treat, a settler would have to try very hard in
ordér to get more than a few miles from a base of supplies, and in many cases
the transportation can be done by water. The old pioneers had frequently to
wait many years befofe they could establish churches, schools and municipal
organizations. Now, so admirably organized are the missions of the various
Christian denominations, that very few indeed are the settlers who do not have
an opportunity of hearing the Word of God every Sabbath. Asto education,
schools spring up as soon as the children are there, and the excellent municipal
laws of the Province provide a form of local self-government, cheap, efficient,
easily worked and entirely adapted to the needs of a new and struggling com-
munity.

THE BROKEN CHARACTER OF THE LAND ITS ONLY.
SERIOUS DRAWBACK.

A disadvantage of Nipissing, of which much is made by persons accustomed
to level lands,is the broken character of parts of the country through which it
is necessary to travel in order to reach the large tracts of really excellent agri-
cultural land with which the district is dotted over. It is not sought to minimize
-the seriousness of this drawback. Had it not been for the obstrusiveness of cer-
tain rocky ridges and escarpments, northern Ontario would have been settled
long ago. The fact that the immediate shores of Lake Huron are rocky has led
to the supposition that all behind was barrenness and desolation. But as a
matter of fact some millions of acres of the best lands in Ontario lie a few miles
from those rocky coast lines. Many prosperous farmers are living there and
thriving settlements are growing up.

Many of the smaller lakes and rivers have rocky and uninviting shores,
and in some parts of the country granite outcrops occur. It is not desired
that anyone should settle on these ridges. On the contrary, it is desired
that these rocky lands should be left clothed with forests in their natural
condition, for the shelter and protection of the adjacent country.and the con-
servation of the summer rains.

But, and it-is easily understood when pointed out, a ridge ‘of rocks is
often more conspicuous than formidable. So evident an object fills the eye
and limits the horizon. At the same time, the space occupied in the country
may be quite insignificant in comparison with that occupied by the valleys
and unobstrusive plains. Taking out a few parts of the country which are
hot fitted for settlement, the remainder mav be acenrataly dacswihod ea wl)
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fisted for agricultural purposes. Many thousands of lots can be found with
little or no surface rock upon them, and, a word to the wise, first come first
served.  Others lots will be found having perhaps more rock upon the surface ;
“yet they may be very desivable lots. Y¥or the truth is that when this great
natural drawback of broken land is looked into, it is scen to have some compen-
sating features. The fact of the many fertile tracts being interspersed with lakes
rivers and forest-crowned ridges of rock is by no means wholly disadvantageous.
Many a farmer in southern Ontario would conceive himself blessed indaed if he
has a hundred acres of hill or bush pasture attached to his furm ; if he could have
his fuel and foncing and building material for the cutting; if, in short, he had to
own two hundred acres instead of one hundred, which is practically all the disad-
vantage entailed by the broken character of the land. The existence of the bush
land, the lakes and the rivers, is in many ways beneficial to the settler. The
bush will furnish him with work that will be increasingly well paid, as the
forests further south are depleted ; and the lakes and rivers are not only a means
of communication, but serve to temper the climate, warding off frosts for days
and weeks aftér it has appeared in localities remote from the water. The lakes
and rivers also furnish an abundant food supply, which only needs reasonable
treatment to be permanent.

HOME MARKETS.

Among other advantages which the pioneer settler of to-day has over those
of the last generation is that the market for hardwood is growing rapidly. The
getting out of hardwood is likely to be a regular business, and, conjoined with
the pine lumbering, pulp-wood and other industries, is likely to furnish the
settler with work for himself and his teams, and a ready market for his products
for an indefinite period to come.

The business of getting out railway ties, tanbark, cedar posts, telegraph
poles and pulp-wood 1s one the magnitude of which few outsiders can realize.
When it is stated that the Canadian Pacific Railway alone has purchased
from settlers and others since 1893-4 upwards of 10,000,000 ties, some idea may
11)9, formed as to the amount of money that has gone into the bush to pay for
abor, ete. - . :

The Tumbering industry is also an important factor in the building up
of the Nipissing District. The district is newly settled; timber lands are
in the immudiate vicinity of the railway and along the banks of the rivers
on all sides; large numbers of men and horses enter the lumber camps
for the winter, necessitating the purchase of immense quantities of supplies for
man and horse, and the nearer to the point of consumption these necessaries are.
produced the better will be the return to the producer, hence we may safely say
that the settlers of Nipissing have a better chance for the marketing of their
products than the farmers in many other sections of the Dominion of Canada.
This condition or things will continue until the supply distances the demand, a
contingency which is very far remote. Further on in this work is given the
annual consumption of farm products by the town of North Bay and vicinity
alone, which have to be brought in by rail, under existing circumstances, but
which might just as well be produced in the township of Widdifield and adjoining
townships were there a sufficient number of settlers located in those townships
catering for this large trade in farm produce. To give an idea of the immensity
of the lumbering operations carried ¢én in the district between Sault Ste. Marie .
and Mattawa, a distance -of 308 miles along the line of the C. P. R., the estimate
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faken two years ago, and including ouly that taken out along the lakes and rivers
jeading to the Georgian Bay and intended for the Amorican market, was 650,-
000,000 feet, board measure. This estimate did not include the logs and lumber
manufactured in the district destined for Ontario and castern markets, nor did it
take in the enormous amount taken out along the Ottawa and Montreal Rivers,
to the north of Mattawa. Most of the six hundred and fifty millions of feet of
jumber was manufactured on the line of or contiguous to the C. P. R., the greater

wantitics of the supplies for both men and horses being brought in by rail from
points south and east of North Bay. This immensc output is likely to continue
for some t1me to come, and provides a market of inestimable valee for the far-
miers who settle in the vicinity of North Bay. Should the logs driven to the
American markets be manufactured in Canada, much larger uantities of supplies
would be required in order to present the lumber in a finished state to the markets
of the world. '

These references to this important industry are given to show that while the
land, as explained elsewhere is as good as can be desired, the crops are in good
demand on the spot at a high valuation, (the freight rates from points south and
east affording a good margin to the settler) and therefore presents attractions to
those who settle in this distriet which are not to be had in the older and more
congested districts.

The town of North Bay, at the junction of the G: T. R. and C. P. R., and the
proposed starting point of the Nipissing and James’ Bay Railway, is centrally
located and well adapted to.be the market centre of the Nipissing District.

EXTENT AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COUNTRY.

The Nipissing District extends eastward from a few miles west of Sudbury,
to the Ottawa River, abutting the County of Renfrew. It is about 150 miles
from east to west, and from Lake Nipissing north 350 miles to James Bay. The
south-castern part of the.district includes the Algonquin Park, lately set apart
by the Ontario Government as a provincial park. '

. The section of country more especially referred to.in this pamphlet lies
within a distance of twenty-five miles of North Bay, which is shown on the
accompanying map as the centre. ‘ ‘

It is a country of considerable diversity of climate, of bountiful summer rains
and moderate summer heat. The many lakes give up constantly of their moisture
to the air. The alternation of temperature over the land and the water cause
frequent condensation and precipitation; and thus such a calamity as that
summer drouth which in the summer of 1894, reduced the crops of the western
States by many millions of bushels is unknown. The air is particularly invig-
orating. Foggy days do not average one a month the whole year through. The
hottest day is followed by a comfortably cool night just the climate to sleep in in
summer., In 1883, when the C.P.R. was under construction, the climate was
notably severe, but with the clearing of the country the temperature has greatly
noderated. In that year forty degrees below zero was registered, but has not
been since.  On'an occasional day orso the frost will be severe, at night drop-
ping pretty low, but while the frost is keen, the air is perfectly dry, and the
Intense cold is not perceptible. Persons coming to North Bay from southern
Ontarip have been agreeably disappointed with the pleasant winters they have
Spent here. The snow disappears about the first or middle of April, and the lake
clears of ice about the first of May. Sleighing is rarely under way before New



Farm of Geo. N, Holmes, Con. 5. Lot 14, Widdifield Tp. Iirst tree ont 1804, Sixteen acres now
: under cultivation.

-

R. Rankin’s Xarm, Widdifield Tp. Clearing commenced apring of 1835, 60 acres chopped and logged,
of which 30 iy in crop and 10 in hay. House built 1897,'7 Barn now completed.

D. Chadbourn & Sons’ Saw Mill, Four Mile Lake, Tp. of Widdifield,
[14)



15

Years. The snow-fall is light : no blizzards, no railway blockades, as have been
conunon in south Ontario during the last few winters, and taken altogether the
winters in this part of the country are very enjoyable. Vegetation starts two or
three weeks later than farther south, but the apparent delay is fully compensated
for by the rapid growth attendant upon the balmy lake breezes, great warmth
during the day and cool nights. The advancement made in a few days is really
surorising, and the best of results are obtained. The country exhibits an endless
variety of hill and dale, lake, river and forest. Its numerous wood-crowned
ridges furnish shelter for the fertile valleys they enclose, and free pasturage for
the cattle that roam therein for nearly seven months in the year. The lower
lands are almost always cultivable, and frequently possess a degree of richness
which surprises the beholder. The soil is of all varieties ; clays of many kinds,
clay loam, sandy loam, rich black vegetable mould, aud not a little sand that is
too light for agricultural purposes, though supporting a heavy timber growth,
and adapted excellently for bush pastures subsidiary to other richer land. No
country could be better drained. The irregular surface provides for a rapid flow
of water, which soon finds its way into the rivers and lakes lying on the lower
levels. Thus, though - the rains are frequent and bountiful, the crops are not
subject to be drowned, or the land soured by stagnant water lying in the soil.

GENERAL ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY.

The country is best described as an undulating plateau. or table land elevated
some 600 feet above sea level. Ridges of rock clothed with a vigorous forest
growth traverse it in some sections. Naturally these ridges fill the eye and the
‘beholder is apt at first to underestimate the extent of the good land lying be-

tween them. As a matter of fact the proportion of the country which consists

;of bare or scantily covered rock is much smaller than is generally supposed.
: Observations made at the river portages are necessary misleading as these always
occur where some ridge of rock has altered the level of the country.

Generally, on the establishment of a settlement it turns out that the propor-
tion of cultivable land is larger than was at first supposed. 'The best land will
usually be found in the valleys between the ridges. Frequently these valleys are .

“of large extent curving round the ridges, separating and uniting, forming good
arable tracts of thousands of acres in extent, while the rocky land furnishes bush -
range for cattle and a base of supplies for building, fencing and fuel purposes. The
constant succession of hill and vale and the sparkle of the water illuminating its
own setting of many shaded green, viewed under a sky of Italian blue flecked here
and there with the most wonderful clouds and lit up by a sun whose rays fall
unimpeded through the singularly clear air, form a vision of entrancing loveli-
ness. It is the world famed scenery of the Muskoka lakes produced over and
over again but ever with new and surprising variation.

WATER EVERYWHERE.

No country could be be more abundantly blessed than Nipissing in this
respect. The water of the rivers and lakes is of erystal purity and almost
uniformly soft. Frequently it is of a brownish tint, the consequent of its action
ab an almost perfect solvent, aided perhaps by the presence of a little iron, on
the bark and roots of fallen trees. The coloration does not atfect the pleasant-
ness of the taste nor the perfection of the water for drinking purposes. Its soft-
ness renders it most valuable to all who are affected with rheumatic or kidney
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troubles. As wmany of the thousands of summer visitors to Muskoka know,
rheumatisin commonly disappears within a few days after their arrrival in
Muskoka, to reappear as soon as they have returned to their hard water at home.
And the soft water appears also to have a permancntly beneficial effect on many
obstinate cases of coustipation and diarrhoea. Almost everywhere are to be
found springs apparently ice cold, but which never freeze up, maintaining the
same temperature all the year round. :

CHEAP FUEL AND BUILDING MATERIAL.

The possession of cheap building material 1s a boon beyond price to the
settler. It more than offsets.the cost of clearing the land. Whereas on the
prairies the settler must be prepared to pay out in cash several hundred dollars
for lumber for house, outbuildings, barn, stable and some fencing, in the forest.
Le can build for himself structures more convenient and efficient and infinitely
more comfortable at a cash outlay quite insignificant in comparison. Especially
is this ‘the ease with relation to buildings for housing live stock. Itis not an
inaccurate statement that the cost of the buildings necessary to shelter cattle on
the western prairies is almost equal to the value of all the cattle they will hold.
Again, the woodland settler has an immense advantage in not having to pay out
cash for fuel. In the western States, it is not uncommon- for a farmer to have to
lay out $100 or more for his year’s fuel. Even in Ontario, in the older settled
parts, there are many. farmers on whom the cash outlay for fuel is one of the
wmost serious demands. But in our newer districts, the farmer who chooses to
profit by the experience of the older countries, and to lay out his farm properly,
need have no apprehension that fuel will be scarce in his day or that of his
children. The ridges and the poor land should never be cleared at all, Lut
maintained as a pasture and fuel reserve, from which only those trees should-be
removed which- have attained their growth and are about to be set aside by
nature in the ordinary course. -

AS A DAIRY COUNTRY.

Nipissing possesses advantages that are absolutely unrivalled as the scene
for dairying operations. While, on account of the broken character of the
country, the locations for large cheese factories and creameries may be few, ycu
there are undoubtedly some places where the milk of a sufficient number of cows
can be got together to render. possible the establishment of enterprises of the
largest kind. ~But particularly where this district will shine will be in those gilt-
edged articles of dairy produce which are not necessarily made on & large scale.
Given a country where miasmatic exhalations are unknown ; where the water is.
abundant, pure, free from mineral contamination and of unvarying quality the
year round ; where the grasses are juicy, sweet and fragrant and the forest full
of aromatic leaves and herbs; where the cattle are as a rule exempt from all
ailments except those consequent upon accidents occuring in the bush and upon
such troubles as .may be brought on by careless exposure, or its opposite, too
little ventilation; where feeding is necessary not for a longer but for a shorter
period than at the front; where ice can be had for hauling and stored in build-
Ings costing practically nothing; where transportation to market is easy and
cheap; where a home market right at the settler’s door will consume his entire
supply for years to come; there is no reason why our northern butter and checse

~would not soon establish for themselves a reputation that would enable their
makers practically to dictate their own prices.
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AS A STOCK COUNTRY.

The prime requisites for profitable stock-raising are: Cheap land, good
water, cheap transportation, cheap buildihg material, cheap food, a healthy
country and a mild climate. Nipissing possesses all these to a remarkable
degree. , The land can be had for free grants; also for scttlernent duties and for
twenty and fifty cents an acre additional. The excellence of the water and the
abundance of building material have been spoken of elsewhere. As to transpor-
tation there is no reason why the resident of Nipissing should pay appreciably
more than is charged to the farmer west of Toronto. In fact the probabilty is
that with the opening up of the water route now under contemplation, The
Montreal, Ottawa and Georgian Bay Canal, the farmer of Nipissing will event-
ually get his stuff to the markets of the world cheaper than. his western com-'
petitor will.

CATTLE.

The breed of cattle best suited for the settler in his early days is the Devon,
which is hardy, light, active, early to mature, furnishes an excellent quality of
- beef, and is tractable and intelligent. The last named qualities are important,
inasmuch as the settler being often poor is compelled to rely much on the labor
of working oxen and Devons make the best. Well trained oxen are easily and
cheaply bought throughout the district. Not only do many of the settlers make
a business of breeding and training them, but there are constantly yokes of oxen
for sale by settlers who have become rich enough to purchase horses, have ceased
to rely upon the slower and cheaper animals.

In these days, however, horseflesh is phenomenally cheap—cheaper in some
places pound for pound than oxen; a condition which is quite wnnatural and
cannot last. The probability is that oxen will continue to be used in Northern
Ontario just as they still are used in New England, and that therefore the Devon
will continue to be a most desirable breed. Where dairying is the specialty the
Ayrshires are doubtless more profitable, and in particularly rich spots, the Short-
horns, Herefords, and Jerseys can be made to develop their peculiarities to per-
fection. In fact exhibitors from the free grant countries frequently capture
some of the best prizes at the principal exhibitions in the Province.

SHEEP.

The extreme excellence of the mutton in the Muskoka and Parry Sound
countries and in the Manitoulins and other parts of Algoma, is a matter of sur-
prise and satisfaction to the visitor. Canadians and foreigners say there is
nothing to compare with it elsewhere, even the famous Welsh and Cheviot pro-
ducts being held to be distinctly inferior in flavor. An immense business lies
ready to the hand of the genius who will organize the production and placing on
the markets of the large American and Canadian cities of a regular supply of
Northern Ontario mutton and lambs, guaranteed to be such and charged for
accordingly. The sheep is by nature exactly adapted to Northern Ontario, the
larger breeds of Downs succeeding best. They thrive admirably, picking up &
living for themselves and even getting fat on the poorest of land, and needing
but little care and attention, except during the breeding season.

2 N.D.
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ITOGS.

Within the last fow years there has bheen o great ehange in the views of the
Outario farmer as to hogs. Whereas o few years ago he was inelined Lo-ahandon
hog-raising to the Western -States, and it was a common thing to find Chicagro
pork all the year round on the Ontario farmer’s table, now it is seen that the
Western States cannot compete with us in raising small, quick maturing, not
overfat animals, to be tmmed over to the packers at 100 or 120 pounds.  Cana-
disn hacon wd hams from sueh animals have already made such a mark on
foreign markets that the future of this business is assured.  The product of
corn-fud animals eannot enter into competition with us, and the market is one
that can havdly be glutted. The farmers of Northern Ontario lLave great
advantages in this business. The breeding sows will be easily sheltered and fed,
the youny pigs will pick up a great part of their own living almost from the
start, and in the fall and carly winter, af'eer & fow weeks of ped and barley feed-
ing, will be Lrought to the knife in splendidt condition for the packer. It is
possible that the lumber camps will continue o import the thick, heavy product
of the Western States, and that Northors Ontario will never be able to conupete
with that on cven terms. Why att-inpt to compete with it when a hetber sl
higher priced article can be casily produced ?

CEREALS, GRASSES ANI) VEGETABLES.

No one tract of country will grow every erop valuable to man. Each grass
and cach grain has its favorite Lablitat wherein it grows to its greatest perfee-
tion. The belt of latitude comprising- North Bay and surrounding townships will
grow to perfeetion as great a nunber of the grasses and grains as can be grown
anywhere. Timothy and red-top succeed admirably, especinlly the former. White
clover is natural to the soil, coming in of its own accord along the roadside and
in the pasturcs everywhere. Red clover yields prodigious crops. Potatoes in
this soil so rich in potash gives enormous yiclds of o quality that cannot be sur-
passed.  Root erops are of such uniform exeellence and certainty as to put the
distriet’s future for stock-raising beyond all doubt. Corn yields profitably as a
forage plant and with care and attention can be ripened, but not so cheaply as to
compete with land further south. Wheat of superh quality, both winter and
spring. and with a yield equal to any part of the Province can be grown here.
The barley almost equals that of the Lake Ontario counties in brightness and
often exceeds it in yicld. The-oats are heavier in the head, cleaner from rust
and brighter in the straw than the oats of the southern counties, and yields of
fifty bushels to the acre are not uncominon. Peas flourish exceedingly, the straw
being abundant and elean, and the peas javge bright, large, sound and free from
weevil.  From thirty to thirty-five bushels to the aere is a frequent crop.  Buck-
wheat succeeds well ; so do beans as a garden crop.

WILD FRUIT.

Raspberries grow freely around the cizes of the clearings, along fences
rowls, in any waste places and after fives. Tiic yield of this fruit is ineredi. .y
great.  Blueberries and huckleberries of several kinds grow on the roeky shiores
of the lakes, and oceasionally in swamps and old beaver meadows Cranberries
are found in the marshes, and will always bring a good price. Another species
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eailed the Ligh bush cranberry is a very palatable fruit, bt does not oce.:. i
suiicient guantity to make it commercially valuable.  Blackberries and dew-
Terries-oceur in greab quantitios.  Strawbeiries ave seattered ahnost everywhier:
in the open parts.  Wild cherries, plums, curranis, gooseberries, and in sunny,
sheltered spots wild grapes grow luxurianily.  There are wmany other kinds of
edible wild finit which have no familiar naaes,

COUNTRIES INCLUDED IN 4o TO 45 DEGREES BELT
OF LATITUDE.

In the New World, as well as in the Old, the grains and grasses attain their
best development between latitudes 40 and 55, These latitudes include:

OLp WORLD. NEwW WORLD.
Part of Spain. In the New World nincteen-twenti-
Franee. e¢thy of the lands that can be profit-
Germany. ably cultivated between the 40th
Switzerland. and 33th parallels of latitude ave in
Netherlands. Canada. Nearly all of that purt
Austria. of this land which is in the United
Denmark. States is cither, as in the woest,
" Russia. affceted, with suminer drouths, or, as

Great Britaln, most of, and the influ- in the south, has too high a summer

ence of the Gulf Stream so woditics temperature to favor the produc-

the climate of the northern part of tions of the temperate zone.

Great Britain and of the Scandi-

navian countries as to make their

productions similar to those of coun-

tries further south.

All the district treated in this pamphlet is situated between the 46th and
4Tth degrees of north latitude. The facts given below prove that all the princi-
pal crops of the temperate zone can be grown successfully some hundreds of miles
—even more than a thousand miles north of Nipissing,

2aBarley, with various cereals, fruit, ete., grows at Fort Yukon, Alaska, nenrly
1,400 miles north of North Bay; at Fort Simpson, a distance of 1,000 miles,
wheat, barley, potatoes, turnips, onions, lettuce,—wheat somctimes succeeds: ab
Fort Chipowyan, Lake Athabaska, 850 miles away, wheat weighing 68 to 69
pounds to the bushel was produced and won first prize at the Philadelphia Cen-
tennial Exhibition ; and at Edmonton about 500 miles further north than Nipis-
sing Red Fife and Club wheat, besides other grain and a variety of vegetables,
arc grown successfully.

. Tt will give the ahove figures more significance when it is pointed out that
North Bay is only 200 miles from the latitude of Toronto.

As far as latitude is concerned, Nipissing is in that belt of the world which

has ever bheen the most famous for the production of grasses, vegenables, friis,
cereals and—men.



FOREST PRODUCTIONS.

A dense forest growth covers the whole of the land in the district. The
general character of it is—in the low-lying parts, cedar, black and white spruce,
tamarac, alder; in the drier parts of the valleys and wherever there is depth
enough of soil, a mixed growth of white and réd pine, black and white spruce,
hemloek, red and white oalk, maple of several species, white, yellow and black
birch, ash, basswood, elni, beech, poplar, aspen, ctc. The ridges are usually
crowned with a majestic grawth of pines, but where thig has been interfered with
Ly tire or other eause, it has been usually suecceded by poplars and white bireh.

The cutting and bringing to market of these woods employ a great number
of men. The work is rough and laborious, but well paid. Although at the
present time lumbering operations are somewhat less extended than usual, owing
to the stagnation of business general throughout the world, the prospects for
employment, in the lumbering industries will no doubt brighten as the ycar 1848
approaches.

PINE AND OTHER TIMBER ON FREE GRANT LANDS

The pine is not sold to the free grant settler, but the settler has the privilege
of cutting pine in the course of clearing, also for building purposes and fencing
upon his lot. ' If he sells any of the pine cat in the course of clearing, he must
pay timber dues upon it. On the issue of the patent, the title to the pine remains
in the Crown, but the patentee is entitled to receive one-third of the timber dues
-paid by the licensee on pine cut on the patentee’s lot after the 30th of April next
following the issue of the patent.

~ On the 30th of April next following the location of any lot, the right of the
timber licensee to cut any timber other than pine on the settler’s lot ceases.

PINE AND OTHER TIMBER ON LANDS SOLD.

The purchasers of land under the twenty cents an acre and fifty cents an
acre regulations take the land subject to any timber license covering the land at
the time of sale or granted within three years from the date of such sale. But
the purchaser may cut pine for building, fencing and fuel, and may dispose of
pine required to be removed in clearing, but on such pine sold he must pay timber
dues. The pine trees remaining on the land at the time the patent issues will
- pass to the patentee. '

On the 30th of April next follovs:ing the sale of any lot, the right of the tim-
ber licensee to cut timber other than pine on the settler's lot ceases.

NEW FOREST INDUSTRIES.

Within the last few years there has been a great change, immensely advan- -
tageous to the settler, in the value of the woods other than pine. For instance,
the pulp and wood trade is assuming great proportions. For this purpose, spruce
and poplar, which may be said to be the prevailing kinds in the district, and of
which the quantity standing is simply unimaginable, have now a ready market,
and the settler can almost always find steady work in cutting and hauling these
Wwoods to the railways where a fair price is paid for them. From $2 to $2.50 per
cord, loaded on the railway cars, is the prevailing price at the present time.
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Another industry that has expanded rapidly in the last few years is the
getting out of hardwood, the use of which for flooring and finishing may be said
to be becoming general.  The consumnption hag increased enormously during the
past few years, and as is often the case when production takes place on a large
seale, the price to the consumer has gone down considerably, while the price 1o
the vrst producer has gone up.  In the early days of the sctblement of Ontario,
‘hardwood that would now be worth the farms it was on many times over, was
burned up to get rid of it, or for the sake of the few miserable cents that could
be had for the potash leached from the ashes. Even in the settlement of the
Muskoka country which dates back but 25 or 30 ycars, the hardwood had tu he
burned to get rid of it. Now the settlers are getting from $6.50 to 38 per
thousand feet for hardwood logs delivered at the local saw miills, a price which
pays them handsomely to work for. The Nipissing settler will not have to wait
long before all his standing merchantable hardwood is as good to him as so uiach
money in the bank. '

THE PRINCIPAL FOREST TREES AND THEIR USES.

Besides white, red and pitch pine, Nipissing has the following :—

Black birch, often reaching three feet in diameter ; grows in clumps, reduc-
ing the cost of handling to a minimum. Used as a substitute for cherry, which,
when stained, it closely resembles. White birch, a large, straight growing tree,
frequently furnishing in a single sheet enough bark for a good sized canoce.

White cedar, very common and grows to a large size. Its wood is soft, light,
fine-grained and easily worked. Splits easily to almost any thinness. Indians
use it for lining bark canoes. It is the most durable of northern woods, standing
exposure in the most trying situations. Indoors it is almost imperishable. The
consumption is so enormous for fence posts, building posts, sidewalks, railway
ties, telegraph poles, paving blocks, small boat building and other purposes that
the value of it in the bush 1s sure to increase rapidly. - :

Balsam fir or balsam spruce. Very straight trunk. Very useful to the
settler, but has no great commercial value. - :

Hemlock. A tree of great and increasing value. Its bark, for tanning pur-
poses, is worth from $3 to $3.50 per cord. Its wood is of poor quality, but is
superior to pine where strength is wanted and weight is not an objection. Makes
excellent bridge timber, and its cheapness compared with pine brings it into use.
for the covering of roofs, barns, rough flooring, ete. -

: Spruce, black and white. Very abundant, increasing as we go north.
Strong, light and elastic. Nothing superior for masts and spars. Within the
last few years it has come into paper-making. It is probable that the paper on
which this is printed is composed of at least 85 per cent. of spruce or poplar pulp.

~ The pulp-wood industry has lately assumed great dimensions.

Poplar. The commonest tree and one of the most valuable for pulp wood.

Tamarac. The one native coniferous tree which sheds its leaves in the fall.
Attains great size, its straight, slender trunk rendering it useful for many pur-
poses. Its wood is light-colored, strong, durable and close-grained, and has the
property of not splitting, so that it is much used for mauls, beetles, ete. Makes
gOﬁddship knees, railway ties, ship timber, while for joists aad rafters it is unex-
celled.
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Beech.  Used for lasts, tool handles, agricultural implements, planes, mallets
ete. As this tree is becoming scarcer in the south the factories will have t
resort to the abundant supplies in the north for material. :

White oak. Has many uses, its wood being well suited for implements,

-carriages, sleighs and cooperage. Its grain is straight, and the wood light-
colored, strong, elastic and very durable. The red cak is more generally diffused
throughout the district, but is not as good as the white, the quality varying
according to locality.

The maple in the district surrounding North Bay is not what wmight be
termed of first-class quality, generally speaking. Some of it is hollow, especially
if the trees have attained any considerable size. The smaller trees, are, how-
ever, of good quality, and make excellent fuel. For heavy furniture, carriages,
railway cars, ete., it is excellent. The sap is boiled down into syrup and sugar,
for which a good price can always be obtained for any that can be warranted
genuine.

The elm is one of the handsomest of Canadian trees. Grown in the forest it
is one of the tallest,"with a straight stem and an umbrella top. It prefers low,
humid soil. Its wood is tough, resists the wedge, is not so strong as cak and less
elastic than ash. It has many uses, and is especially valuable for piling or wharf-
building. The white or swamp elm reaches a height of 70 to 80 feet, and a
diameter of 6 to.§ feet. The shippery or red elm is a smaller tree found along
streams. Its wood is hard, red, and very tough. Rock elm is a large tree. Its
wood has fine grain and is heavy and susceptible of a good polish. It is largely
used in making wagons, wheels, agricultural implements, and heavy furniture.

Basswood is now being taken out in considerable quantities. The wood is
light, tough, durable and easily worked. It possesses the quality of not warping.
It is used for piano sounding boards, refrigerators, carriage panels and chair
seats ; by carvers, turners, woodenware workers and for any purpose where
lightness is required.

The white ash is another of the northern trees that yield valuable timber.
The wood is light, tough, elastic. very strong and easy separable into thin layers.
Used largely in basket making, cabinet work, farm implements, heavy oars
barrel staves and hoops. -

All of the above trees possess considerable commercial value. Having in
view the rise that is taking place in their value and the increasing scarcity nearer
the manufacturing centres, 1t will be folly for the Canadian to burn up any more
straight logs for the sake of getting rid of them.

PRESERVATION OF FORESTS FROM FIRE.

The Provincial Legislature has taken steps to prevent for the future the
waste of our forest' resources by fire. No one must set a fire in the woods
between 1st April and 1st November, except for the purpose of clearing land,
cooking, obtaining warmth, or some industrial purpose. Everyone setting a fire
for the purpose of clearing land is to take every reasonable care that the fire
shall not extend into the bush. Everyone setting a fire for any other purpose is
to select a place in the neighborhood in which there is the smallest quantity of
vegetable matter, or of resinous trees; to clear the place of all loose vegetable
matter for a radious of ten feet from the fire ; and to exercise due care to prevent
the fire from spreading. Any person who drops a lighted match or burning.
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Farmn of Robert Hunter, Con. 1, Lot 9, Widdifield, 40 acres cleared,
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tobacco ashes, or discharges any firearm, 1nust exaicuist the fire caused by these
substances before he leaves the spot.  Any infringanent of the above provisions
subjects the offender to a penalty of $50 and ensts, or three months’ imprison-
ment.

Township councils may pass by-laws that whenever the woods are on fire in
any township, the tire-guardians, fence-viewers, overseers of highways or path-
masters may call out the persons liable for the performance of statute labor to
assist in quelling the fire.  Every day’s work done in attempting to quell fire
shedi count as one day of next season’s road work. Persons liable for statutec
wibor and vefusing to turn out for the quelling of fire, are liable to a fine of $20
awd costs, or imprisonment for twenty-one days.

LLAKES AND RIVERS.

‘Lake Nipissing, on the shore of which North Bay is built, is a fine body of
water 40 miles long by about 18 wide, and receives the drainage of a large area
which is poured into 1t from the north by the Sturgeon River, Veuve, Duchesnay,
L Vase, ete, and on the south by the South River. The outlet of this lake is by
a perfect maze of channels known as the French River.

Trout Lake, lying about three miles east of North Bay, is much thought of
Ly tourists, many of whom visitit yearly from the Eastern States. Many of the
residents of North Bay have summer cottages on its shorves. It is very pictur-
escue, and forms the head waters of the Mattawan River, flowing east and merging .
into the Ottawsa River at the Town of Mattawa.

The Mattawan River drains the townships of Phelps, Bonfield, Ferris and
Widdifield.

Throughout the townships particularly referred to in this psinphlet there are
many smaller lakes toeming with fish of different sorts, while crecks and small :
stroams are to be met_with on every side. It would probably be a hard matter
to find a single hundred acres without a stream of some size running through it.

CHARACTER OF THZ PEOPLE.

The district is being settled with a quiet, orderly and religious population.
About one-third of the population is made up of KFrench-Canadians, the other
Lulf being of English, Scotch or Irish descent. Wliercas on the other side of
ihie ine rowdies seem to gravitate naturally to the frontier settlements, with us
ihere has always been in our remotest backwoods a God-fearing and law-abidin
-utiment that has made life and property as safe as anywhere in the civilize
world,  The distriet is well supplied with churches and schools.

As far as religious or educational advantages are concerned no ome need
.~itate to take up his habitation in this new district. The educational system
« Ontario is known all over the world for its thoroughness and progressiveness.
\1 1io point is it more completely adapted to its environment than in its applica-
+m 10 the .uwer districts of the Province. No sooner has the scttler gone in
.« the teacher follows him.  As soon as a handful of children can be gathered
. school is opened.  When a municipality has been formed it is the duty of the
waship council to divide the township into school sections, so formed that no
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nait of a seetion shall be more thian three wilos in o direet line from the schioo.-
house.  Township councils are required to provide $3100 per annun for cuci.
schoo! seetion by assessment over the whole township.

The Legislative Assembly annually makes a geant in aid of the cost of
aducation, which grant is apportioned according w population.

PARTIALLY CLEARED FARMS FOR SALE.

As in dll new countries, there are in Nipissing many settlers who prefer L
ough work of pioncering to the huwirun husiness of furming. These o
make a practice of taking up land, cleaving a fow acres, putting up a smadl Lo
and necessavy buildings, then selling out to some new comer and starting au

s
in o new place. This ix an wrangement cqually advantageous to all pavtics.
Pevsons having a little means can avail themselves of an opportunity to purchasc
a partly cleared location.  They should take care, of course, that the location is a
saitable one and also that the seller has a title to that which he proposes to sell.

And very great care should be taken that the location is not onc which the seller
wishes t0 abandon beeause he has discovered that he made amistake in telecting it.

HOW TO REACH NORTH BAY, AND THE COST.
From Montreal, by C. P. .R., 364 miles, railway fare.. $8 (5

«  QOttawa, - 244 “ “ . 5 90
“« Toronto, by G.T. R, 227 * « .. 683
“  Hamilton, o 259 ¢ “ .. 685

FREIGHT RATES ON SETTLERS EFFECTS, CAR LOTS.

From Montreal, 860 ; Ottawa, $50; Toronto or Hamilion, $42. Settlers
have the priyilege of including in the car load live stock to the number of ten;
minirmum weight per car load, ten tons. '

By applying to the nearcst railway station agent, the intending settler can
readily obtain the passenger and freight rates to cither of these central points,
which, by adding to the tigures given above will give him the net cost of reach-
ing North Bay, the commercial centre of Nipissing. From North Bay he will
branch out in the desired direction, over good roads, to the portion of the land
upon which he proposes to locate.

WHEN TO COME.

Persons intending to locatc in any of these townships should come during:
the next three months—September, October and November—when the country
may be secn ab its best, land examined, travelled and located. According to his.
views and means_he can then determine when to come fully equipped for the
clearing up of his land. If he has the wherewith to carry him through the
winter, it is advisable to locate in the autumn. September, October and Novem-
ber are eool, clear months, free of snow. Clearing operations can he conducted
without embarrassment from snow until close on to Christmas. Jhe pine an
birch logs can be drawn to the ill as soon as the snow roads are formed, cord-
wood may be piled beyond the danger of fire, log heaps built_and preparations
for spring may be carricd on shroughout the winter months. - It is of the greatest:
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value to the sebtler to adbere to tmproving his farm, and contribute by personal
attendance aud labor to the preparations for spring, knowing that the return
the farm gives from developing its resources 1s more rewunerative than any
other cmployment the farmer may give his attention to. The reason settlers do
not often succeed better than they do is that they are prone to give part of their
time to undertakings that remove them part of the time fromn their clearing, and
thus it is that at the close of a scason some farms clearly show that their owners
have not been developing all their time and labor upon them, and thab advance-
went has been retarded owing to this division of attention and interest. '

To visiv the Nipissing distriet isnot o very big nudertaking and no one should
hesitate on account of distance. It is in fact only nine hours’ ride from Toronto,
so that the district may be said to be at your very doors. What a contrast with
the times still fresh in the minds of middle aged men when the then backwoods -
of Upper Canada, say 50 miles from Toronto, could only be reached from the
ocean by weeks of slow and laborious travel.

NIPISSING AND JAMES BAY RAILWAY.

There is every reason to believe that this important road will be started
from North Bay before the tirst of July, 1898, and it will have an immense effect
on the condition of the settlers in the townships surrounding North Bay. During
its constcuction there will be work for hundreds of men and teams, and the
utmost resources of the settlers will be taxed to provide the necessaries of life for
the men and horses to be engaged upon the work. The road will open up a
valuable territory which will be tributary to North Bay and the south. 1t is the
ultimate object to continue this road to James' Bay, a distance of 350 miles,
putting the Province of Ontario in contact with the rich fisheries and the whaling
and sealing industries of Hudson’s Bay. Coal and iron deposits are known to
exist, and porcelain clay of the finest quality is found. In short, an explorer
says: “I have no hesitation in saying that the James' Bay district is the richest
‘mineral region in the Dominion, perhaps on thecontinent.” Probably he had not
then heard of the now famous Klondyke region in Alaska, but his words may be
taken as an indication of the richness to be expected in the country north of the
town of North Bay, from which the new road will be projected.

FISH, GAME AND WILD ANIMALS—-GAME AND
FISHERY LAWS.

There is no easier accessible part of the world where better sport with the .
rod or gun can be obtained. The virgin waters teem with fish of all kinds, -
salmon trout, speckled or brook trout, gray trout, lake trout, river trout, black
bass, rock bass, green bass, sturgeon, muskinonge, pike of several kinds, and
pickerel. Nearly all the different kinds of fish take the fly or bait or tro »1 freely.

Chief among the wild animals is the moose, the killing of which is prohibited
by Government. The caribou, wapiti or reindeer is common. Black bears are
quite numerous in the unsettled parts, but as a rule they keep out of the way of
wan. The meat is excellent, having a taste somewhat between pork and beef,
and according to the testimony of those who have to undergo great exertions, is
the strongest and heaxtiest food a man can eat. :

Wolves are never seen in the district except in the remote parts. A bounty
of $10 a head is paid for every wolf destroyed. ' ' )
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The locatee, however, may be absent from the land on business or at work
for not more than six months in any one year, :

Where the locatee owus two lots the improvements may be made on cither
ar both, .

A loeater purehasing an additional 100 must within five years cléar fifteen
aeres and cultivate the same. 1E the lot is wljacont to the lot on which he
resides the patent may issue for the purehased lot at the expivation of the time
required by law, provided he has 30 acres cloared upon his howestead.

The pine trees and mineral are not sold to the free grant settler, but the
settler has the privilege of cutting pine in the course of elearing, also for huilding
purposes and fencing upon his lot.  Tf he sells any of the pine cut in the course
of elearing, he must pay timber dues upoait. On the issue of the patent, the
title to the pine ramains in the Crown, but the patent e is entitled to receive one-
thivd of the, thinber' dues paid by the leensoe on pine cut on the patentee’s lot
Aftor the 30th April naxé followiag the issuc of the patent.  On the 30tH April
next following loeation of any lot, the right of the timber licensee to cut any
dimber other than pine on the settier’s lot couses. .

(For an abstract of the law concerning pine and other timber on lands
surchased at 20 cents and 50 cents per acre, see on former page under the
wading “ Forest Productions.”)

Holders of timber licenses have the right to haul timber over the uncleared
-rtion of any land located or sold, to make roads for that purpose, to use all
“iles, portages and roads and to bave frec access to all streams and lakes.

The Crown reserves the right to construct on any land located or sold, any
calonization road or any deviation from the Government allowance for road, and
1o take without compensation any timnber, gravel or other ‘material required for
aich road.

Before the issue of a patent,any assignment or mortgage of a howmestead is
avalid.  This does not apply to devise by will nor to transfer of land for church,
wemetery or school purposes or the right of way of railroads.

After the issuc of the patent and within twenty years from location, any
.veyance, mortgage or alienatian by a Jocatee will be invalid unless it be by
el in which his wife is one of the grantors. But if the wife is a lunatie, or
.ving apart from her husband for two years, under such circumstances as disen-
title her to alimony, or if the wife has not heen heard of for seven years, & Judge
o the High Court may order that her concurrence be dispensed with.

The land is not liable for debts crcated before the issue of the patent.

The land while owned by the locatee, his widow, heirs, or devisces is exempt
. twenty years after location for liability of debts except debis sceured by
.mrtgage made afier the issue of the patent, and except from sale for taxes.

When a locatee diés, whether before or after issue of patent,leaving a widow,
. iy entitled to take the land during her widowhood unless she prefers to take
+vr dlower instead.
The townships opened for settlement under the Free Grants Act in the dis-
- ot treated in this pamphlet are as follows :
Chishohn v.vveveeneenranennns .Agent, J. 8. Scarlett, Powassan.
Bonfield, Ferris ................Agent, B. J. Gillizan, Mattawa.
Mulock, Merrick, Phelps and Blyth Unopened lands.



